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FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR'S MESSAGE 
Worthy Sir Knights, 

March was a busy month for the Knights of Columbus, and April is shaping up to be likewise.  We 
need to always remember these months each year. 

March is of course was the anniversary of the founding of the Knights of Columbus on March 29
th

. 
The Day of the Unborn Child falls normally on the 25

th
 to coincide with the Feast of the Annunciation, this 

year the remembrance was observed on March 31
st

. 
Looking forward to this month, April 13

th
 is the Dinner in honor of Sir Knight and Past Faithful 

Navigator Vince Ricciardi.  Sir Knight William Wright is the Chairman of this event; see his newsletter article 
for further details.   

We will recognize Sir Knight Deacon Vince, and his wife, for their dedication to the Order and to our 
Assembly. Please make every effort to attend and support Vince on this special day. 

On April 12
th

, Sir Knight John Gazis and I will attend the bi-annual breakfast meeting for the Second 
District of New Jersey.  Information we obtain at that meeting will be disseminated at the May meeting and in 
the next newsletter. 

April 19
th

 will be the “make-up” degree for those men who were unable to make the degree last 
November.  We have one candidate that we are going to try too bring to this degree.  Anyone interested in 
attending, please notify Sir Knight John Gazis. 

The Trenton Diocese Pride in our Priests Dinner will be held this year on April 29
th

, usually it is the 
third Thursday of April but Bishop Smith pushed it back due to events surrounding the visit by the Holy 
Father.  Please see your Council’s Grand Knight for further details. 

Sir Knight Jack O’Shea will present an idea at the next meeting having to do with recognizing our 
Veteran’s, living and deceased, at an upcoming Mass.  More details to follow… 

Now that the Winter is over, I look forward to seeing many of you at our next meeting.  We have a lot 
of business to discuss and we need a proper turnout. 

Vivat Jesus!!! 
Sir Knight Bernard Ernst, Faithful Navigator 

 

Assembly Schedule 
Meetings 8 P.M.| 

 April 7, 2008 
May 5, 2008 
June 2, 2008 
July 7, 2008 
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Faithful Captains Message 

 

Worthy Brothers: 
I hope each and every one of you had a great Easter Holiday!  I love this time of year, 

when the dull grey skies of winter change to beautiful blue skies of spring. Although Easter 
came a bit early this year, it is still the time of rebirth, from the flowers beginning to appear 
in the yards, to my own energy feeling renewed.  It seems the older I get, the more I 
appreciate God’s work in the world. We all lead busy lives; no matter if you are still in the 
workforce, or have joined the ranks of the retired, it seems the days just aren’t long enough 
to get everything completed. Often, we are so busy that we forget to leave time for 
ourselves to just stop and “smell the roses.”   

I recently spent a few hours on the boardwalk of Seaside Heights, enjoying the waves 
of the ocean, the seagulls doing aerial acrobatics, and people watching. One thing I noticed 
was a huge difference in the attitude of the people from the mall I had just left and those on 
the boardwalk. In the mall, I seldom saw anyone with a smile on their face, while on the 
boardwalk I seldom saw anyone without it.  My personal interpretation of why is this: 
The mall is the realm of man and all his material needs, while the boardwalk is more the 
realm of God and all he created in nature. It really is a marvelous world out there, make 
sure you take the time to just sit and enjoy it. 

 
“Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take 

our breath away.”  (Author unknown) 
Vivat Jesus! 
S.K. Gary Rhodes      

 

 
 

Faithful Officers 
 

          Office          Name    E-Mail 
Faithful Navigator   S.K. Bernard Ernst  faithfulnavigator@kofc-a2143.org 
Faithful Captain   S.K. Gary Rhodes  faithfulcaptain@kofc-a2143.org 
Faithful Pilot    S.K. William Wright  faithfulpilot@kofc-a2143.org 
FaithfulPurser    S.K. Robert Kehoe  faithfulpurser@kofc-a2143.org 
Faithful Comptroller   S.K. John A. Gazis, PFN faithfulcomptroller@kofc-a2143.org 
Faithful Admiral   S.K. Vincent Ricciardi, PFN faithfuladmiral@kofc-a2143.org 
Faithful Scribe    S.K. Michael Tuohy  faithfulscribe@kofc-a2143.org 
Faithful Inner Sentinel   S.K. Mark Brown   
Faithful Outer Sentinel   S.K. Brian Harper  faithfulsentinel@kofc-a2143.org 
Faithful Trustee   S.K. Rene Castellano  faithfultrustee3@kofc-a2143.org 
Faithful Trustee   S.K. Richard Mastronardi faithfultrustee2@kofc-a2143.org 
Faithful Trustee   S.K. Frank Cicalese  faithfultrustee1@kofc-a2143.org 
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PFN Dinner Honoring 

S.K. Deacon Vincent Ricciardi, PFN 
 
Please come with your Ladies and help us celebrate with S.K. Deacon Vincent Ricciardi 
at our Past Faithful Navigator banquet.  Deacon Vincent provides a great deal of 
support for the Catholic Church and our order.  The Assembly is looking forward to 
providing him with a well-attended banquet to show our appreciation for all he does for 
all of us. 

Lobster Shanty in Point Pleasant Beach, NJ 
Sunday, April 13, 2008 

6:00 PM 
 

Menu 
Bread Basket 
Soup du Jour 

Mesculin Greens with Raspberry Vinaigrette 
Herb & Garlic Potato 

Vegetables 
 

Choice of: 
Herb Crusted Salmon 

Stuffed Chicken Breast 
Roast Prime Rib 

 
Ice Cream 

 
Coffee, Tea, Soda, Milk 

Cash Bar in Banquet Room 
 

$40.00 per person/incl. 
Please contact S.K. Bill Wright for reservations 

(732) 920-2420 or  
faithfulpilot@kofc-a2143.org 

 
Checks, Payable to Assembly 2143 

should be mailed to: 
S.K. Bill Wright 
78 Lauren Lane 
Brick, NJ 08723 
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COLOR CORPS COMMANDERS REPORT 
 
Sir Knights, 

The St. Patrick’s Day parade has now passed, and it is time to start making plans for 
the State Convention in Wildwood. All members of the Color Corps are welcome to come 
and join in the festivities. The Color Corps of the First NJ District have been assigned the 
task of working the convention this year, but any member of the Color Corps  can join and 
process with the Colors. Please consider joining us this year. 
  Any member of the Assembly wishing to join the Color Corps can call me at (732) 
477-6304, or email me at faithfulcomptroller@kofc-a2143.org. 

        S.K. John A. Gazis, P.F.N. 
        Color Corps Commander 

FAITHFUL PILOTS MESSAGE 

S.K. William Wright 
Brothers, 

We will be hosting our Annual PFN Dinner on April 13, 2008.  This years honoree 
is Deacon Vincent Ricciardi. For reservations, please give me a call at 732-920-2420.The 
cost is $40.00 per adult, and $10.00 per child. Make checks payable to Our Lady of 
Lourdes Assembly and mail to Bill Wright, 78 Lauren Lane, Brick, NJ 08724.  Please also 
include your menu choices as either prime rib, stuffed chicken breast, or crusted salmon.    
I understand some of you and your friends would like to bring children to the PFN dinner.  
Children are welcome, of course, and their selections are hamburger, cheeseburger, or 
chicken fingers, all with fries, a drink and ice cream for dessert. 

Our organ donation program is moving along and we’ve made several appointments 
to attend functions where materials can be handed out with our message.  We are currently 
putting together a package to send to the high schools in our area so that we may speak to 
the students in the drivers ed and health classes about agreeing to say Organ Donor on their 
NJ driver’s licenses.  The Shield Program, which we would like to start, is a second 
priority now because we want to get to the students before summer break.  I anticipate that 
the Shield Program will begin early this summer.  We must move ahead or we will surely 
fall behind.  We must offer an abundance of useful programs to our potential new members 
and those of us who are already here and looking for something else to do to serve our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

       Yours in Christ  

       S.K. Wiliam Wright 
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Faithful Comptrollers Message 
Brother Sir Knights, 

Let me start by apologizing for not getting out a newsletter last month. It is not 
an excuse, but I was having computer problems and couldn’t get the information that 

I needed. 
At the Exemplification to be held on Saturday, April 19, in Hamilton Square, our 

Assembly will be welcoming a new Brother Sir Knight. Richard Stanton of Council 
7926 will be joining our Assembly that afternoon. He was originally in the class of 

November 2007, but had to postpone his Degree on his doctor’s advice. We welcome 
him to Our Lady of Lourdes Assembly. 

I would like to thank those that have sent in their dues in the past few months. 
Notices will be sent out again to those of you that have forgotten to send in their 

Dues payment.  Your dues payments are the reason the Assembly can perform the 

Charitable things we do. We do not charge for the hospitality room at the November 
Exemplification as other Assembly’s do. The dues money we collect help us with our 

charitable endeavors as well as help to cover our expenses at the Exemplification and 
the PFN Dinner.  

       John A. Gazis, PFN 
       Faithful Comptroller 

 

 
Faithful Admirals Message 

Colossians 2:8-23 

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition 
of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 

 

Community Responsibility 
It's easy to get caught up in our personal lives and forget that we have an obligation to be 

responsible members of our communities. For some of us, expressing this responsibility is so interwoven 
into our personal lives that it is simply a natural extension of who we are. Others may need to take a 
moment to consider how to be more responsible for the communities in which we live. For those of us who 
live in large cities, we can start with our neighborhoods. Anything we do on a small level will automatically 
ripple out into the larger system.  

Communities thrive on the talents of their members, so one approach to community responsibility is 
to consider what you have to offer and find ways to bring that into your community.  If you have a special 
gift when it comes to bringing people together, you might agree to throw a party or event once a year that 
includes the whole community.  Even a small open house in an apartment building can accomplish a lot in 
terms of making people feel more connected and comfortable with each other.  If you have a talent for 
organic gardening, you might offer to help people in your neighborhood plant their organic gardens. You 
might be the go to person for neighbors who need someone to go to for advice, watering their plants or 
caring for their pets when they're away. You might take an abandoned space in your community and 
galvanize others to help you transform it into a community need or a playground for children. In an area 
where there are many homeless people, starting a soup kitchen or organizing a holiday meal makes a big 
difference not only to that in need, but to those who want to help.  
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All holiday parades, picnics, and ceremonies started somewhere, with someone who wanted to give 
back to the community in which they lived.  It's not too late to propose and execute a new tradition in your 
own community, whether it’s a block party or an annual picnic.  Your particular vision, gifts, and strengths 
are part of what makes your community unique, so as you recognize them in yourself, feel free to offer them 
to those who live in your community.  Whether your offerings are visionary or practical, they are the very 
essence of community. 

I have said many times that we all have very special gifts that we need to build upon and share with 
others.  Coming from the streets of Newark and Irvington my gifts were many, God lead me where I needed 
to be whether for my family or some other family in need.  All my contacts were made through charity and 
caring for one another.  There are very few doors that are ever closed to me because many feel I am the To 
Go to Person.  Believe me I don’t mind when I know that someone is in need I am there to assist anyway I 
can.  Many of my friends and vendors who have caller I.D. answer OK what do you need now?  Mainly as a 
joke. They happen to be right, 99% of the time I am asking for help for a church or a family and they never 
refuse my request. 

A very good friend named Jim works for Thomas English Muffins called me and said he had a truck 
in Nebraska filled with English Muffins, “Can you use them?” I asked if I could call him back within the hour 
and he said yes. I busied my fingers as I dialed the Sioux Reservations in South Dakota.  Cheyenne River 
Sioux Tribal Council they said that they would gladly take them.   That evening a 53 foot trailer pulled up to 
be unloaded, I only wish I had been there.  The Tribal Council did not understand that it was a trailer loaded 
from front to back with muffins.  The council filled every freezer they could, not knowing what to do with the 
balance they called me back. “Mr. Vince what do we do with all the leftovers?” I thought maybe ship them to 
Pine Ridge and then God spoke, “Take all you have left and go to the center of the reservation tribal area 
as pass them out to everyone walking or driving by”  there was dead silence for some seconds and then, 
“You bet, that will work”.  There was only one problem,  they never told the Native Americans that they 
needed to be toasted or baked so some them became Frisbee’s.  Not long after that another call came from 
Nabisco and they also had a trailer load cookies, crackers and cheese, “Can you use it”.   That trailer went 
to the Shone-Shone Bannocks in Fort Hall, Idaho.  So I guess you can say that God made me the, “To Go 
to Person” and at times drives you crazy, but in the end the results are always beautiful. “And Jesus said 
Feed my sheep” and follow me! 

What more can we do other than to share all the gifts God has given to each of us.  As one you 
make the ripple in the water, as two a small splash, as three a bigger splash, but as a community we can 
become the waves that rock the world.  Just think if you were to take your gift and merged it with someone 
else and they were to do likewise!  What a wonderful world we would be living in!!  The task is simple: 
 take what you have been given and share it, then watch what happens. I proved this to my former 
community of Saint Mary of The Lake in Lakewood, NJ last year.  I was given the task of the Parish Family 
Picnic. This picnic never had more than two hundred and forty, I had been told get everyone involved.  I 
went to each ministry and stated all I need you to do is show up and help out. With some close members of 
the Knights of Columbus and friends who are in the food service industry we were able to have almost 800 
people attend the parish picnic.  I wish I were there this year we would be over 1000. Why?  Simple no one 
wants to take the lead so if that is your gift you take the lead and run with the ball. Write or call everyone 
you think would help you out with donations or gifts for a raffle. The worst they can say or answer is, NO! 
And there is no harm in that. You will be surprised how God will bring everything together and whatever 
your task is shall be a Success because God and you were able to motivate others to share in their gift of 
life. 

Try it and you might like it! I love it! There is nothing that makes me feel better about what I do than 
to see hundreds of people coming together and sharing in themselves. Only then can I look to the heavens 
and say, “Thank you my Father for bringing all your people together” there is no euphoria greater than 
knowing you have been able to walk with God. Nothing is impossible with God and the only impossible task 
is what you put before yourself. Remember this, “The hardest step is the first step, after that as you begin to 
walk you will begin to jog and then run”. You are never alone! God is always with you! 
 

Love and Peace,  Deacon Vince 



Our Lady of Lourdes   7 

April 2008  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 Apr 1  
 

7:30 pm - 
Concil 8415 

Business 
Meeting  

 

2  
 

8pm - 
Council 
11527 

Business 
Meeting 

3  
 

4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6  
 

7  
 

8pm - 
Assembly 
Meeting 

8  
 

8pm - 
First Degree 
@ Council 

8415 

9  
  
 

10  
 

8pm - 
Council 7926 

Business 
Meeting 

11  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12  
 

2nd NJ District 
meeting 

13  
 

7am – 11 am 
Family 

Communion 
Breakfast @ 
Council 7926 

 

14  
 

8 pm - 
Ocean 
County 
Chapter 

Meeting @ 
Council 
12620 

15  
 

Tax Day  

 

16  
  

17  
 

18  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19  
 

4th Degree 
Exemplification 

at Hamilton 
Square 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

8pm 
Second 

Degree @ 
Council 7926 

25  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

6pm 
Trenton 
Diocese 

Pride in our 
Priests 
Dinner 

30  
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May 2008  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    May 1  2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3  

4  
 

5  
 

8 pm - 
Assembly 
Meeting 

6  
 

7:30 pm - 
Council 8415 

Business 
Meeting 

7  
 

8pm - 
Council 
11527 

Business 
Meeting 

8  
 

8pm - 
Council 7926 

Business 
Meeting 

9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10  

11  
 

Mothers Day 
 

7am – 11am 
Family 

Communion 
Breakfast @ 
Council 7926 

12  
 

8pm – 
Chapter 
Meeting 

13  
 

8pm – 
First Degree 
@ Council 

8415 

 

14  
  
 

15  
 

16  
 

State 
Convention 

@ Wildwood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17  
 

State 
Convention 

@ Wildwood 
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
  

21  
  
 

22  
  

23  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  

Memorial 
Day 

27  
 

28  
  

29  
 

30  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31  
 

 
 


